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CEQuery Training 
 
GCA are planning to run CEQuery training sessions early in 2011 in most capital cities across Australia, 
subject to a sufficient level of interest. 
 
What is CEQuery? CEQuery is a software package designed to analyse written comments provided in 
response to the two open –ended CEQ questions: ‘What are the best aspects of your course?’ and ‘What 
aspects of your course are most in need of improvement?’. The training sessions will be targeted at new 
CEQuery users and cover the basics, from opening CEQuery and importing comments to the more 
complex task of customising your data dictionary. Training sessions are also valuable as a refresher for 
those who have not used the software in a while. 
 
If you, and / or any of your staff members are interested in attending or hosting a training session on 
CEQuery in 2011, or are interested in finding out more about CEQuery, please contact Graeme Bryant at 
GCA (graeme.bryant@graduatecareers.edu.au / 03 9605 3710). 
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Please note that there may be a cost involved, dependent on the locations and number of participants. 
Training will need to be conducted on Windows XP and Office 2003, as CEQuery is not yet updated to 
work with Windows Vista, Windows 7 and Office 2007 or Office 2010. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
START – Website re-launch 
 
The new and improved Survey Training and Resource Tool (START) has been launched and is now 
available for use. 
 
The url for the site is the same as before http://start.graduatecareers.com.au and has many new features, 
including a new Forum, and news section. 
 
We are very excited about the new site and are looking forward to the enhanced interaction it should 
bring to the Survey Manager community. 
 
It is important to note that your existing login’s and passwords will not work with the new site. In 
order to access the secure areas of the new site, you will need to register an account.  
 
We expect a lot of registrations in the next week so please be patient if your access is not approved 
immediately, we will be working through them as best we can. 
 
 

AGS Report Review 

Following recommendations and feedback from the Australian higher education sector, GCA is currently 
in the process of streamlining its current suite of AGS research reports—Graduate Destinations, 
Postgraduate Destinations, Graduate Salaries, Graduate Course Experience and Postgraduate Research 
Experience—by limiting the scope of each report to key graduate outcomes and experience data, and 
standardising the structure of these reports as much as possible. The eventual goal of this review is to 
have a suite of concise and consistent research reports which can be supplemented with topical 
whitepapers throughout the year, thus allowing GCA to explore more aspects of the AGS data than is 
currently possible. A proposed structure for this suite of reports is currently being developed by the GCA 
Research Team, and it is expected that the 2010 AGS reports (that is, the reports published in calendar 
year 2011) will conform to this new structure. More details concerning the revised suite of reports will be 
provided once the new structure has been finalised 
 

Beyond Graduation 2010 
 
The 2010 Beyond Graduation Survey (BGS) recontacted Australian higher education graduates who 
completed the 2007 AGS in order to investigate their activities and experiences three years after the 
completion of their studies. In all, 32 Australian higher education institutions participated in the research. 
The BGS data are currently being coded and cleaned, and GCA fully expects that all participating 
institutions will be provided with a national BGS data file and summary institutional report before the end 
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of 2010. The full Beyond Graduation 2010 research report is due to be released in the first quarter of 
2011. 
 

GCA Awarded Best Paper at AAIR 
 
GCA Senior Research Associate, David Carroll, was recently awarded Best Paper at the 2010 
Australasian Association for Institutional Research (AAIR) Forum for his paper entitled “Unemployment 
rates and starting salaries—are Australian graduates at the whim of the wage curve”, which investigates 
the relationship between regional unemployment rates and graduate starting wages in the Australian 
labour market. David’s innovative paper has also been accepted for publication in an upcoming volume of 
the Journal of Institutional Research, and he has been invited to present at the Association for 
Institutional Research (AIR) Forum in Toronto, Canada in May 2011. All of us in the GCA Research Team 
heartily congratulate David on this tremendous achievement. 
 
 

AGS Historical Data File 
 
Work continues on the development of the AGS Historical Data File. The aim of this project is to 
harmonise almost 40 years of higher education data collected through the Graduate Destination Survey 
(GDS). 
The HDF project is essentially divided into two distinct phases: 
 

• to clean, document and verify each individual data file so that it can be reconciled 
with its respective annual research report; and 
• to identify and select key variables found in the individual files to create a historical 
data file that spans the life of the AGS. 

 
Once complete, variables found within the HDF data file can be used in analysis to provide information on 
graduate outcomes for the past four decades. 
At present, the HDF project has delivered clean data files dating back to 1975. Using these data files, 
GCA has replicated fundamental tables found within GDS reports and has also 
started mapping key variables which will ultimately form the basis of the historical data file. 
 
GCA aims to have this project completed by March 2011. 
 

Graduate Outlook 2010 Update 
 
As mentioned in the October edition of the Survey News the Graduate Outlook Survey 2010 was 
launched in September of this year. The survey data collection period lasted for 5 weeks and closed on 
the 15 October with 365 valid responses received. The data preparation, cleaning and analysis stages 
are now complete with the report writing well underway. Those who participated in the survey will receive 
a free copy of the report which is expected to be available from early 2011. If you would like to purchase a 
copy of the report please phone (03) 9605 3700 or email gos@graduatecareers.edu.au  
 

AGS Centralised Telephone Service 
 
GCA is offering, for the first time, a centralised AGS telephone service where institutions can go through 
GCA to outsource the telephone component to one external data collection agency. The benefits of this 
service include a standardised and consistent approach to telephone interviewing for all participating 
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institutions and cost savings whereby the more institutions who participate the cheaper the per survey 
rates becomes.  There are three institutions participating in the October 2010 round with the telephoning 
for two institutions due to begin in mid-December 2010 and the third will be in late January/early February 
2011. There are a number of institutions who are keen to know how this service progresses with a 
summary due to be provided by GCA early next year. For more information about this service please 
contact Jessica Arnott Jessica.arnott@graduatecareers.edu.au  
  
 
 
 

GCA 2010-2011 Holiday Closer  
 
The GCA office will be closed over the holiday period from 12 noon on Thursday 23rd December 2010 and 
re-opening again in the new year on Tuesday 4th January. GCA staff would like to wish everyone a safe 
and happy holiday season. See you all next year! 
 
That concludes this edition of Survey News. Thanks for reading! 

 
Regards, 
The Research Team 

Research Manager 
Bruce Guthrie 
Telephone: +61 2 6367 5347 
Email: bruce.guthrie@graduatecareers.edu.au  

Senior Research Associate 
Graeme Bryant 
Telephone: +61 3 9605 3710 
Email: graeme.bryant@graduatecareers.edu.au  

Senior Research Associate 
David Carroll 
Telephone: +61 3 9605 3713 
Email: david.carroll@graduatecareers.edu.au  

Research Associate 
Darren Matthews 
Telephone: +61 3 9605 3712 
Email: darren.matthews@graduatecareers.edu.au 

Research Associate 
Jessica Arnott 
Telephone: +61 3 9605 3711 
Email: jessica.arnott@graduatecareers.edu.au 

Research Assistant 
Diana Kirkovska 
Telephone: +61 3 9605 3717 
Email: diana.kirkovska@graduatecareers.edu.au  
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